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Middle School Music Notes

Solo/Ensemble — The format of the Festival is that students prepare a solo or small ensemble piece to perform for a
clinician. The clinician listens to the performance and provides both written and verbal comments to the student(s).
The comments are intended to help the student understand what steps may need to be taken to improve future per-
formance opportunities.

The Festival itself will take place on March 13, 2010 at Evansville High School. We will have some flexibility to
arrange the schedule to best meet the needs of not only the students in the McFarland music program, but also all
of the students participating from the Rock Valley Conference. So, if your son or daughter has a specific time
request, we need to know before February 5th in order to properly plan the schedule to meet everyone’s needs.

Solo/Ensemble for Band Students

Every 7™ and 8" grade band student is expected to perform at the Festival. If your son or daughter is unable to
perform, please send a written note to school as soon as possible. All 7" and 8" Grade band students will select a
piece for Solo/Ensemble Festival during the beginning of January. We will provide some individual and small
group help during our regular classes, but it is very important for the students to spend time practicing these pieces
at home. We recommend 20-30 minutes of practice per day.

The band program devotes a significant portion of the 7" and 8" grade band curriculum to solo/ensemble. We feel
it is a time of significant growth as a performing musician, and vital for every student. We devote nearly 9 weeks
of class time to this one event. We ask that parents make every effort to help the students clear at least 2 hours on
the day of solo/ensemble festival (March 13, 2010) to make sure everyone can have a chance to participate.

Solo/Ensemble for Choir Students

Preparing a piece for the festival is optional for choir students but is highly recommended. Mrs. Lemens will be
available after school on January 6" 12" and 13" to help students select solos, duets, double-duets, or trios and to
give you the registration forms and information you will need for the festival. Students who study privately will
also need to come and fill out the paper work. However, you may select your piece with your private teacher. Mrs.
Lemens will provide students with practice CD’s and will also be available for some individual and small group
help after school. Sign-up will be on a first come first serve basis. Regular individual practice at home is very im-
portant. All pieces must be memorized.

Piano accompanists — Each student performing a solo and all vocal pieces will be assigned a piano accompanist.
The accompaniment is a vital part of the performance, and is an important experience in musical growth. The ac-
companists will meet with students during, and occasionally after school. It is customary to present the accompa-
nist with a token of appreciation prior to performance (i.e. — “Thank You” card).

Solo/Ensemble costs — The entrance fee for students will be covered by the Music Department budget, the average
fee is $5.00 per solo. The McFarland Music Boosters will also help pay for piano accompanists for the soloists.
The accompanist fee is $25.00 per event, and the Music Boosters will reduce that cost by paying $7.50 per event.
The total cost of an accompanied piece at Solo/Ensemble will be approximately $30; students will be responsible
for $17.50 of that total. Please contact one of the music teachers if scholarships are necessary.

Thanks for your continued support!




McFarland Youth Center Update

Is the cold weather keeping your child inside? Are you already thinking about the summer and warmer weather?
If you are like me, as a parent of a middle school student, you are probably looking for activities and safe places
for your child to attend close to home and within the McFarland community, especially after school.

The McFarland Youth Center, located at 5120 Farwell Street, is the place for your middle school student. The
MYC is open from 3pm to 6pm daily and your child is welcome to become part of the “MYC family” where we
treat each other with respect and build relationships between all Indian Mound Middle School students.

My name is Tana Laudolff, and I am the Managing Director of the McFarland Youth Center. I invite you to
check out our January activities on our website www.mcfarlandyouthcenter.org or stop in and visit. We are lo-
cated right across the street from the McFarland High School and if you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me at 838-3839.

I would also like to thank everyone who supported the MYC during our recent Cookie Dough sale. I hope you are
enjoying fresh baked cookies and will order more again next year.

In Partnership,

Tana Laudolff
Managing Director MYC

Reminder

Does your child have an appointment during school hours?
On the day of the appointment, please send a note with your child so
that they may stop at the office to get a pass.
Thank you!



http://www.mcfarlandyouthcenter.org/�




From the Guidance Department

Search Interest Survey
On January 27, 2010 each grade will be given a survey
developed by the Search Institute survey entitled FProfiles of
Student Life: Attitudes and Behaviors. This survey is
designed to identify developmental strengths and measure
the number of developmental assets in middle school
students.
Developmental assets are the “building blocks” of positive
relationships, opportunities, skills, and values that young
people need to grow into healthy, caring, and responsible
adults. School district staff will use the results from this
survey to guide school improvement goals and develop
asset—building strategies for all students.
All responses are anonymous and kept confidential. A copy
of the survey is available for review at the McFarland
District Office on week days from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. A
letter will also be mailed to families describing the survey in
greater detail.

High School Registration Dates for 8th Graders

In early January, Eighth grade counselor, Ms Runde and guidance intern, Ms. Froehlich will be administering the Wis—
consin Career Assessment (WSA).

On January 21st, 8" graders will travel to the high school to hear about elective choices and tour the building. This will
be a great opportunity for students to get familiar with the high school environment and become more aware of the
opportunities available for interests outside of the required core classes.

During the week of January 25th, Jackie Guenter and John Feldner (McFarland High School counselors) will be
coming to IMMS in order to provide further information to students regarding high school and possible electives. These
meetings will allow 8" graders to indicate their tentative elective choices.

On Monday, Feb. 1st, there will be the Parent Orientation Meeting at the high school. Registration forms will be handed
out and the process will be explained. After this meeting, you and your child can talk through all decisions for next
year and make final choices regarding course selections. Finalized registration forms with parent signatures will be due
at IMMS by Feb. 18th.







The IMMS Drama Club is Proud to
Present

February 4" 5" & 6" at 7:00 pm
February 6™ at 1:00 pm
McFarland High School

Tickets will be available the end of January.
Adults $8
Students $5

For more information call 658-0462
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